
Maxine Villarino
February 23, 1932 - September 21, 2020

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Maxine Mier Villarino
on September 21, 2020. She was 88 years old. 

 Maxine was born in Winslow, Arizona on February 23, 1932 to Salvador and
Paula Mier. Maxine graduated from Winslow High School in 1951. After High
School, she worked at Babbitt’s Supermarket as head cashier. None of the
grocery baggers wanted to bag for her because she was so fast. In those
days, there were no bar codes to scan. Each item had a price tag and you had
to key the amount in to the cash register. The cash registers did not give you a
total for the amount of change a customer was to receive, so you had to figure
that out on your own. 
While working at her Mother’s restaurant (El Sombrero), she met Pepe
Villarino. They eloped on September 23, 1955 in Joseph City, Arizona. In
1955, Pepe was accepted in to Arizona State College in Flagstaff, Arizona so
they moved to Flagstaff. Pepe attended school while Maxine worked at
Babbitt’s Supermarket and had an apartment free of charge on San Francisco
Street across from Monte Vista Hotel. 
The welcomed their first child, Joseph Charles (Deceased) on June 2, 1957 in
Flagstaff. A year later, David Anthony arrived on June 14, 1958 and Bobby
Lewis (Deceased) arrived on June 7, 1959. During the time she was pregnant,
they lived on Campus and Maxine continued to work and support Pepe and
his academic endeavors. 
After Pepe graduated in 1959, they moved to Brawley, Ca where he was hired



to teach Spanish at Brawley Union High School. During this time, Maxine
lovingly cared for her children and Pepe. On March 3rd, 1962, they welcomed
their 4th child. After 3 boys, they got their wish and daughter Valerie Kim born.
Maxine had her hands full with 4 children, especially with Bobby who had
special needs. 
In 1969, the family moved to San Diego, California where Pepe accepted a
position as Assistant Professor in the Department of Mexican American
Studies at San Diego State College. At this time, Maxine was employed at
San Diego City Schools where she was an Executive Assistant for 20 years.
During this time, they welcomed their 5th child, Paula Maxine, who was born
on Maxine’s birthday, February 23rd 1970. 
Maxine happily retired not long after her 60th birthday. It’s not surprising that
Maxine loved music. She had a great voice (coined “Blue Bayou” Maxine) and
loved singing with Pepe, Valerie and her friends. She loved playing bingo and
cards with all her friends. She was the best cook on the planet. Us kids came
home to the smell of fresh tortillas, home made bread, cookies and cakes.
Maxine loved to gamble. Whenever her sisters came to visit, they were at the
Casino playing the slot machines and playing bingo. She was very lucky, she
won more than she lost. More than anything in this world, Maxine loved her
family. Maxine taught all her kids to read before they entered Kindergarten.
The greatest joy in her life was being a wife, mother and grandmother. Maxine
was a devout Catholic and she sang in the choir at St. Francis of Assis @
Mission De Alcala. But most of all, Maxine was a lovely person with a big
heart. She was kind, caring, generous, patient and was always willing to help
anyone in need. Maxine was also a breast cancer survivor. 
She is preceded in death by her parents, Salvador and Paula Mier, Sons
Joseph and Robert Villarino, her 2 loving sisters, Gloria Belew and Lena
Moncayo. 
She is survived by her loving husband of 65 years, Pepe Villarino, Son, David
Villarino, Daughters Valerie Waddell and Paula Hernandez and her 3
grandsons, Carlos Villarino, Enrique and Edward Hernandez. 



Viewing is Friday, September 25 @ Aztlan Mortuary in La Mesa from 5 – 9.
Rosary is at 7. Masks are required. 
Maxine will be laid to rest at Desert View Cemetery, next to her son, Bobby, in
Winslow, Arizona on October 3rd. Viewing is at Greer Mortuary from 10 – 12
followed by a graveside service, celebration of life. Masks are required.
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January 28, 2023 at 12:52 PM

Maxine Villarino

Alberta Maktima - September 27, 2020 at 12:16 PM

We were sorry to hear of Maxine passing. My Father and Mother,
Willard & Josephine Maktima have many fond memories of growing
up in Winslow with Maxine and Pepe. Best childhood and friends for
life. My Mother often spoke of her and we visited the family in
California when we were kids on vacation in Cali. Pepe has been
adopted as my Uncle Redhawk. God bless Maxine May she rest in
eternal peace with our Lord and May the family be comforted. The
Willard Maktima Family And Daughter Alberta.

jesse silva - September 25, 2020 at 11:11 PM

Gloria and I share in your sorrow for the loss of a wonderful woman
and my comadre. May she Rest In Peace. Sorry we could not join
you in person. 
 
Jesse Silva
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Cynthia Park - September 25, 2020 at 09:07 PM

I remember Maxine as a wonderful mother
and mentor to her beautiful daughters. She
was wise in the way she spoke to them. She
was warm and welcoming always. I will miss
her terribly. She is a beautiful soul. I
remember first meeting her at my house 42 years ago for dinner.
She had had a permanent and her hair looked like an Afro. Very en
la moda for the time

  
Love to all in this time of our loss.

  
Cynthia Park

 The Park Family, James, Cynthia, Hillary, David, Tesa, Casey, J.D.
& Trevor

September 25, 2020 at 08:47 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Maxine Villarino.

Mary Ellen Lewanski - September 24, 2020 at 05:51 PM

I met Maxine playing bingo! She was always so sweet and caring
person . She always brought the best desserts ever and always
shared. I was sorry I bingo closed because I didn’t see her again but
I always asked one of her closest friends how she was. May she
Rest In Peace and maybe we can play bingo again in heaven.

https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Mary Ellen Lewanski - September 24, 2020 at 05:44 PM

I met Maxine playing bingo. She was always cheerful and it was a
pleasure knowing her. I always enjoyed the wonderful desserts and
food she shared with us . May she Rest In Peace and see each
other in heaven maybe playing bingo. Mary Ellen Lewanski

Toni Alibrandi - September 24, 2020 at 05:01 PM

My beautiful, loving, wonderful friend and Bingo buddy! I miss you
everyday... I love you...till we meet again! Toni

George Silva - September 24, 2020 at 03:30 PM

https://www.facebook.com/george.silva.5055/videos/102191291227
95472/

Love, The Brashier Family (Rachel's Family) - September 24,
2020 at 03:11 PM

Love, The Brashier Family (Rachel's Family)
purchased the Finest Farewell Spray for the
family of Maxine Villarino.

Maria E. Garcia - September 24, 2020 at 02:12 PM

I always think of her working at MAP. She was always so helpful.
Thank you for your kindness.

https://www.facebook.com/george.silva.5055/videos/10219129122795472/
https://www.facebook.com/george.silva.5055/videos/10219129122795472/
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1392&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1392&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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September 24, 2020 at 02:07 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Maxine Villarino.

Mark, Cindy, Jordan & Maddie - September 24, 2020 at 01:36
PM

Mark, Cindy, Jordan & Maddie purchased the Bas
ket of Memories for the family of Maxine Villarino.

September 24, 2020 at 01:15 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Maxine Villarino.

September 24, 2020 at 01:09 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Maxine Villarino.

https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Carlos Villarino - September 24, 2020 at 12:44 PM

Since day 1 til forever, always be my personal angel sent to give
love and blessings, to me and everyone she knew.

Valerie Waddell - September 24, 2020 at 11:52 AM

3 files added to the tribute wall

September 24, 2020 at 11:47 AM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Maxine Villarino.

https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Valerie Villarino Waddell - September 24, 2020 at 11:19 AM

28 files added to the tribute wall

Valerie Waddell - September 24, 2020 at 10:43 AM

27 files added to the album Memories Album

September 24, 2020 at 10:02 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Maxine Villarino.

https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aztlanmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

